
Geography Vocabulary Progression      Wetheringsett C of E Primary School  

 

Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
animals  
beach  
building 
city 
cold 
countryside  
desert  
England 
farm 
festivals  
flag  
forest  
globe  
hill  
hot 
house  
journey  
lake  
land 
language 
map  
mountain  
park  
path 
people  
place  
pond  
rainforest  
river  
road  
sea  
season  
shop 
town  
village  
water  
weather  
wildlife  
wood  
world  

autumn  
capital city  
castle  
church  
cloud  
cliff  
coast  
compass  
countries 
country 
equator  
freezing  
frosty  
ground  
island  
local area  
misty  
month  
office  
rain  
route  
snow  
spring  
street  
summer  
sunshine  
symbol  
temperature  
thunderstorm 
United Kingdom  
valley  
vegetation  
warm  
weather chart  
wind 
windy  
winter 

adapt   
aerial photograph 
atlas  
continent  
diagram  
east  
Europe  
facilities  
habitat  
harbour  
human feature 
Ireland  
key 
man-made  
north  
oceans  
photograph 
physical feature 
population  
port 
Scotland  
seaside  
south  
Wales  
west 

climate zones  
destination  
European countries 
famous volcanoes 
landscape 
land use  
locality  
Mediterranean  
mountain range 
north east  
north west  
Northern Hemisphere 
Ordnance Survey  
settlement  
precipitation  
region  
south east  
south west  
trade  
tropical  
volcano 
weather station 
wilderness  
4 figure-grid references 

aftershock  
ash cloud 
avalanche  
British Isles  
compass – 8 points  
dormant 
earthquake  
economic activity 
eruption  
European Union  
Great Britain  
measure  
rainfall  
survey  
topographical features 
trade links  
 

Amazon River  
climate  
distance  
economical 
fieldwork  
graph  
itinerary  
mountain regions  
river bank  
sketches  
source  
water cycle 
 

Antarctic circle  
Arctic Circle  
biomes  
distribution  
energy  
measurements  
minerals  
national resources  
scale  
settlements 
time zones  
Tropics: Cancer & 
Capricorn  
vegetation belts  
6 figure grid references 

 

Our progressive vocabulary ladder identifies key vocabulary to be introduced in EYFS to Year 6. Some vocabulary will be repeated for consolidation. As a school we aim to expose all 

children to a broad range of vocabulary and provide them with the skills to use and apply these. Topic specific words will also be taught for each Geography topic.  


